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Modern  Environmental  Approvals 

What  You  Need  to  Know 

Enhancing  environmental  protection  and  public  transparency 
while  improving  service  to  business 

www.ontario.ca/environment 


V  Ontario 


What  is  Ontario  doing? 


Ontario  is  working  hard  to  make  the 
environmental  approvals  process 
user-friendly  and  fully  protective  of 
our  environment. 

The  government  is  working  with  many 
partners,  to  create  faster,  smarter  and 
streamlined  services  including: 

environmental  protection  with 
focused  efforts  on  risks  to  local 
environments 

online  tools  for  businesses  to 
submit  and  track  applications  for 
environmental  approvals 

public  access  to  information  about 
environmental  approvals  -  available 
online  via  the  internet 


Ontario 
businesses  that 
have  equipment, 
structures 
or  processes 
that  emit  a 
contaminant  to 
the  land,  air  or 
water  likely  need 
an  environmental 
approval. 
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Moving  to  a  risk-based  approach 


The  current  approvals  process  is  a 
one-size-fits-all  process  for  business 
regardless  of  their  size,  complexity  and 
the  potential  risk  that  they  pose  to  the 
environment  and  human  health. 

Moving  to  a  risk-based  approach 
allows  us  to  focus  on  environmental 
protection  and  outcomes  while  making 
the  process  more  effective  and  user- 
friendly  for  business. 

The  new  risk-based  process  would 
create  an  environmental  approvals 
system  with  online  registration  for 
businesses  with  a  lower  risk  to  the 
environment  and  human  health,  while 
focusing  our  resources  and  efforts  on 
activities  that  pose  the  greatest  risk  to 
the  environment  and  human  health. 


Risk-based 
models  have 
already  been 
implemented  in 
British  Columbia, 
Michigan, 
California  and  the 
United  Kingdom. 


Simple  online  transactions 


To  make  it  easier  for  businesses  that 
need  environmental  approvals,  Ontario 
will  provide  a  "business  transaction 
system"  that  will  guide  business  owners 
through  the  environmental  approvals 
process.  Businesses  will  either  register 
their  activity  and  follow  a  standard  set 
of  rules,  or  obtain  an  Environmental 
Compliance  Approval  (ECA)  with  a 
customized  set  of  rules. 


Ontario  is 
working  with 
its  partners 
-including 
experts  from 
environmental 
and  business 
organizations  - 
to  build  a  modern 
approvals  system 
that  will  enhance 
environmental 
protection  while 
improving  service 
delivery  to 
business. 
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New  approvals  process 
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Ontario  Businesses 

(regulated  community)      I 
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Business  Transaction  System 

for  electronic  account  setup, 
submission,  payment  and  tracking 


j 


Features  of  modern  approvals 

Environmental  Activity  and  Sector  Registry  (EASR) 

focused  on  potential  risk  to  the  environment 

efficient,  one-window  online  registration  process  for  businesses 

clear  operating  rules  for  owners  and  operators 

the  public  will  be  able  to  search  the  new  online  registry  for 
approvals  in  their  area 

Environmental  Compliance  Approvals  (ECA) 

focused  on  potential  risk  to  the  environment 

efficient,  one-window  online  registration  process  for  businesses 
with  application  tracking  features 

single  approval  for  multiple  activities  or  locations 

flexible  operating  rules  for  owners  and  operators 

level  playing  field  for  old  and  new  businesses 

the  public  will  be  able  to  search  online  for  environmental 
approvals  in  their  area 
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Did  you  know? 

Ontario  receives  more  than  6,000  requests  for  Certificates  of 
Approvals  (CofA)  each  year. 

Our  current  electronic  Certificate  of  Approval  (eCofA)  library 
lets  you  search  over  42,000  approvals  online  now  -  right  from 
your  computer. 

The  eCofA  library  is  a  prototype  of  the  future  public  portal  that 
will  make  detailed  information  about  environmental  approvals 
available  to  the  public  via  the  internet. 

An  online  guide  with  examples  is  available  to  help  you  prepare 
and  apply  for  an  environmental  approval. 


What  you  can  do 


Visit  our  website  often  to  see  what's  new  and  learn  more  about 
modern  environmental  approvals. 

Learn  what  your  environmental  requirements  are  to  ensure 
your  facility  is  operating  legally 

Search  the  electronic  Certificate  of  Approval  (eCofA)  library  to 
find  out  what  is  going  on  in  your  community 
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For  more  information: 

Visit  our  website  at  Ontario. ca/environ merit  and  follow 
the  links  to  modern  environmental  approvals. 

Write  us  with  ideas  or  comments  at 
approvals.modernization@ontario.ca 
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